% . 
2 
4 


/ 
W294i) $305; 


4 . 
1 = 


% = 
Pl 
« 
. 


i 

4 t 

2 | 75 4 

„ 1 as = . | ' | 
rA x OHIT 7 > 
b , * mwg F. 4 

V f 


p—_— 
My ww 


Hd ES) 6.044 * = | | - 
eo. | Deo! 95 £5 1 "i = | 7 
ene eee 


—— 


| 

A. DR — — —-— — — 4 — — * 2 
. . de 
18 ee | ca | Pi 


5 4 . . : 
36 Ao 


Abe.  —_ — — — — 
3 


The Farneſt Exhortation of a Miniſter 
to bis Pariſhioners to tale Care of their 
Souls, 7 


Moſt Dearly Beloved Neighbours, 

Y Hearts dere and Prayer to God fot 
vou is, that you may be Saved z and my 
moſt ſincere Endeavours ſhall ever be, by 

all Chriſtian Methods | can think of, to promote 
your Salvation. And being l cannot hope, either 


Dottrine, or by Reproof, or by Infiraition- in 
ighreopſmeſr, to prengfh opon thoſe, to comply 
with any Methods 1 deviſe for the good of 


'\ their Souls, who are not throughly ſenſible of the 
worth of them;1 think it requiſite, in order to make 
wy future Labours more effeftual with you, to 
lat before you ſuch Conſiderations, gs may make 
you ſenſible of che ine ſtimable Value of your lm- 
mortal Souls. 

I rake it for granted, that you believe you heve 
Souls. My Bufineſs is ro awaken you to a ſerious 
Concern for their everlaſting Welfare ; a Con- 
ceru the moſt neceſſary of all others, „ [ 
fear, very little laid ro Heart; for ot het wiſe, the 
| generality of Mey eould not poſſibly live as they 
| de: They would not imploy all their Care and 
Pains in ing a Maintenance for theſe periſh- 
mg and leave the moſt valuable part of 
themſelves, their Souls , altogether 9 — 

A ers 
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therein to ; re Eat 
— and take our fill of P in. this 
w as too many do: But if the Soul, when 
u leaves the Body, does immediately enter into 
a ſtate of inels, or Miſery ; if there be a Re- 
ſurrection of the Juſt and the Wdjuſt, as 
maſt certainly there is; if a future Account 
muſt be given of every thing done in the Body 
Whether is be Good, or whether it be Evil; and 
if our eternal State (hall be appointed us, either 
in Bliſs or Torment, according as we have beha- 
ved our ſelves in this Life, as undoubtedly it ſhall; 
methinks it behoves ev of us to look well 
about us, to enquite ſeri what we have been 
doing all this while ; whither the Path we are in 
leads us, and what will our future State be. 

In order to perſwade you to apply your 
theughts to theſe moſt important Conldetavony 
| know no Method which (through God's Bleſ- 
ſing) ſeemeth more likely, than to lay before you 
the incſtimable Value of your Souls ; the infinite 
Concern you have in their Welfare ; how liable 
they are to be loſt and undone for ever ; what ex- 
cellent Proviſion our molt Graciens God hath 
made for their Security ; and how juſt it will be 
in him to condemn them to the extremity of Mi- 
fery, if you wilfully neglect the Care of them. 

Firſt, Therefore, I tinireat you to. conſider the 
great Worth and Fain of the Soul, Remember, 
chat it is the immediate Off-ſpring of God ; that 

it 
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it came from Heaven, from the ol Spirits; 
r ee 
became 4 living Soul, Gen. 2. 7. God made in bus 


own Image, (not according to the Likeneſs of any 
of the reſt of the Creatures) « lirtle lower then rhe 
Angels, and crowned him with Glory and Immorts- 
lity. This is our peculiar Privilege, beyond all the 
Beings of this lower World, that we reſemble our 
Maker, whois the moſt excellent This is 
the Prerogative of that Spiritual and Immortal 
part of us, out Soul; and conſequently the Soul of 
Man muſt needs be excecdingPrecious-& Valuable. 
Our Bodies are Houſes of Clay,whoſe Founda- 
tions are in the Duſt; and though as the pſalmiſt 
ſaith, they are curiouſly wrought and faſhioned, yet all 
the Workmanihip beſtowed on I. that they 
may be ſerviceable to our Souls, fir Tabernecles 
for that Immortal part to dwell in. The Worth 
whereof will farther appear from that wonderful 
Eſteem thoſe have of it, who way be ſu to 
be beſt acquainted with the true Value ls. 
Thus God the Father takes great Delight in 
being called, and eſteemed, « Lover of Sons; and 
accordingly hath laid out his Thoughts from ever- 
laſtin the bringing ia of them to himſelf. The 
Councils and Contrivances of Heaven have been 
ſpent on them. The Father thought nothing too 
dear to ſecure and ſave them; and therefore when 
he foreſaw we ſhould not continue ig that ſtate of 
Innoceace,andHappineſs,wherein we were at firſt 
created, he contrived to make us capable of ano- 
ther Happineſs, and that at no leſs Expence than 
the Blood of his on Beloved Son. And c:rtainly 
God would not have thus concerned himſelf 
| A 2 about 
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bom Trifles ; no aſfuredly, our Souls are exceed- 
ing Precious in his Eyes, who hath prepared the 
Happineſs for them, and thought no- 
too much to ſecure ir. 
Again. When the Son of God undertook to re- 

ſcue them from the Slavery of Sin, and Dominion 
of the Devil, he thought it ſafficiently worth his 
while to deſcend from Heaven, and put on the 
Form of a Servant, and make bimſelf of no Repu- 
tation, to livg a miſerable Life, and die a painful 
and an acc Death. And ſurely be had not 
fo mean an Eſteem of his Father's Boſom, and 
his own heavenly Glory, as to part with them 
for Trifles: And then certainly neither can you 
think your Souls of little worth, when the Son of 
God thought them worth his dying for. He would 
not have thought fit to pay fo vaſt a Ranſom, as 
his precious Life, for a thing of ſmall value; yea, 
Himſelf hath aſſured us, beyond ati contradiftion, 
that the Gain of the whole World is not a ſuffi- 
cient Recompence (or the Loſs of one ſingle ul. 

Again. The Holy Ghoſt is ſtill indaſtrioufly la- 
bouring to 1 the Salvation of our Souks : 
For their fakes it is that He hath made ſo many 
Revelations of God's Will ro the Weld, and 
confirmed them by ſo many Miracles: Therefore 
He ſtill follows us with his preventing and afſiſt- 
ing Graces He inſpires us with good Thoughts, 
and kindlespious Deſires in us; He warmeth our 
cold Affection, and enflameth our Hearts with 


Devotion; He checks and reſtrains us from Sin, 


and upbraids us when we commit it z He ſtill Im- 
portuneth, woeth and intreateth, that, if poſſible, 
he may awaken us into a Senſe of our danger, and 

excite 
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- excite and quicken us to purſue the Methods of 
our own Safety and Ha What then are 
not our Souls worth, which are worth all thoſe 
- Pains the Bleſſed Spirit takes to ſave and make 


them 2 

The Angels are Miniſtring Spirits for 
the good of Souls; they pitch their Tents about 
them, and think it no Diſparagement to guard 
them, and converſe wich them: They ſtill weit 
to receive the Souls of good Men, when they de- 
part out of the Body: They rejoice at the Con- 
verſion of Souls ; a certain Sign they have 
an entire Value for them \ 

Yea, the Devils themſelves do know that no- 
thing is {o valuable in the Account of Heaven, as 
the Souls of Men ; and therefore, as the greateſt 
Inſtance of Spite and Malice they can da to God, 
they make it their utmoſt endeavour to ſeduce 
and deſtroy them: They envy the Happineſs Men 
are capable of, and accordingly labqur in their 
Deſtruction, and triumph when they have ac- 
compliſhed it. 

Thus you ſee the Soul is of the greateſt Valus. 
How much then does it behove you to take Care 
of it? What-Madneſs is is to luffer the Body to 
engroſs all your Care and IT houghts, your Labopr 
and Time + and to permit that preciovs.and im- 
mortal part of you, your Soul, to be over-looked 
as a thing not worthy any ſerious notice ot re- 
gard ? Elpecially if you will conſider, 

Secondly, That the Loſs of the Su i the maſt 
intolerable of all other Loſſes, For indeed the 
Soul may be loſt; not that it ſhall ceaſe to be, (it 
were well fot wicked Men if it mould) but it wy 
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be undone and miſerable, and in that ſenſe loſt to 
may be of that Heaven 
fs which God hath provided for it; of 
Enjoyment of bim i» whoſe Preſence i fubreſ* 
of Foy, and at whoſe Right-band there are Pleaſure: 
for evermore, Nor is this all; the Soul is not on- 
ly capable of being deprived of infinite Bliſs, but 
* in the extremity of Deſpair 
$ liable to be given over to the 
yoſ Devils, and Devilich Spirits; 


* 


to the hateful Society 


thoſe 


miſerable. Beings, where Wrath and Envy, Ma- 
lice and Ill nature, — are to be found ; where 


Go State, the Holy 


2 Miſery * which d 
= 


preſſions denoting 


Torment ; md 4 Like 
Flamt, 4 never- 


of Five Þ ant Brimftone, everlaſts 


1s is the iſmal State the Souls and Bodies 
of the wicked will be condemned unto for ever ; 
wherein they muſt ſuffer Day and Night, with- 
out teſt or intermiſſion. O dreadful State] with 
this addition to the Extremity of Torments,that 
they will never have an end! Some Comfort it 
might be to thoſe miſerable Souls had they hopes 
of any Deliverance; but ir muſt needs exceed- 
ingly imbittet every Torment to ahem, to think 
of that never-ending Daration of Torment to 
come; that, after they are conſumed Millions of 
Millions of Ages in Hell, they have ſtill an eter- 
nal Hell bebind, and are as far diſtant from the 
end of their Mileries, as they were when ro 
r 


(7) 
firſt begun. This muſt needs plunge the wret- 
ched Soul into extreme Defſperacion. 

This State we are liable to be betrayed unto, 
we are in great danger of it, and how we came to 
be ſo, is what | intreat you in the next Place to 
conſider, and 85 — 7 ſelves 2 2 

Thirdly, Conſider the great danger 
are 8 reaſon of Sin « God Geared the 
* firſt Man Aden without Sin, and indued his 
Soul with the full knowledge of his Duty; 
« 2nd with ſuch a Strength, that he might, if he 
* would, perform all that was required of him. 
Having thus created him, he makes a Covenans 
« or Agreement with him to this purpoſe; that 
« if he continued in obedience to God withour 
« committing Sin; theh, firſt, that ſtrength of 
Saul, which be then bad, ſhould ſtill be conti- 
« qued to him 3 and ſecondly, that he ſhould ne- 
« yer die, but contiffve in a State of Happineſs 
« for ever. But on the other fide, if he commit- 
« ted Sin and diſobeyed God, then both he and 
&* 411 his Children after (him ſhould loſe that 
* Knowledge and that 283 Strength, which 
4 erabled him to do all that God required of him: 
© And ſecondly, ſhould be ſubſect to Death, and 
« not only fo, but to Eternal Datnnation in Hell. 

« This was the Agreement made with Adam, 
« and all Mankind in him (which we uſually call 
* the Firſt Covenant) upon which God gave Adam 
« 2 particular Commandment, which was no more 
put thisz that he ſhould not eat of one only Tree 
* of that Garden wherein he had placed him. 
* But he, by the or waſion of the Devil, cars of 
v that Tree, diſobeys God, and fo brings that 
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©« firſt Curſe upon bimſelf and all his hoſterity d 
* ſo by that one Sin of bis, be loſt both the full 
* know of his Duty, and the power of per- 
< forming it. And we being born after his Image, 
* did fo likewiſe ; and ſo are become both igno- 
rant in diſcerning what we ought to do, and 
'* weak and unable to the doing of ir, having a 
* backwardneſs to all good, and an aptneſs and 
„ readineſs to all Evil; like a ſick Sromach,which 
* loaths all wholeſom Food, and longs after ſuch 
* Traſh as may nouriſh the Diſeaſe. 
fir: - Tis Boks hang? &y alan moan 
u. is, that we ate 
now expoſed to an infinite Number of Tempta- 
tions from the World, the Devil, and our own 
corrupt Nature; that we are ready and inclined 
to hearkeo to them, and ſin againſt our Maker; 
and thereby are in continual danger of being be- 
trayed to that miſerable State before deſcribed. 
And this, 1 hope, may be ſufficient at preſeny to 
aſſure you, that your Souls are in Danger. And 
yet that you may nat neglect them as paſt hopes, 
but may be encouraged to ſet your ſelves in good 
earneſt 40 take care of them. Conlider, 
Fourthly, What 4n excellent proviſien it bath 
pleaſed Ged, wn bis wonderſd Atercy, to mats 
in order to reſcue and deliver them from theſe 
dangers ; and what is required of ws in compli- 
ance with this great Mercy, This God hath done 
by giving as his Son, and in him making a new 
Covenaht with us, after we had broken the firſt. 


He has given a bus Son, 2s the great Captain” 


** of our Salvation, to Redeem and Reſcue us from 
the Power and Dominion of Sctan, that great 
6 Rebel 
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* Rebel agzinſt God ; from whom the Devil he- 
* ving. cauſed us to Revolt, be carries captive at 
* his Wil, canſfing them to fight against their 
Maker, as many as be can detain in his Servi- 
* tude ; But God, | ſay, has given u, bir Sow to 
«* Reſcue and Recover us out of ſuch a fearful 
* Srate of Sin, Rebellion, and Miſery. 

1 this be has done by making in him a 
© New Covenant with us, after we had broken 
* the Firſt, that is, by propoſing the moſt 
© gracions Terms of Reconciliation , 

* him our great Mediator and Redeemer ; And, 
« by making Satisfaction, as for our Breach of the 
s firſt Covenant, ſo for the Sins of all choſe who 

* truly repent of their Tranſgreſſions under the 
«Second, b 

This ſecond Covenant was made with Adam, 
* 2nd us in him, preſently after his fall, and is 
© breifly contained in theſe Words, Ger. 3. 15. 
* where God declares, that 7 be Seed of rhe W+- 
© may ſhould break the Serpents hend; and this was 
made up, as the firſt was, of ſome Mercies to 
be afforded by God, and ſome duties to be per- 
formed by us. 

God herein promiſes to ſend on Earth, his 
© only Son, who is God equal with Himſelf, to 
* become Man like umo us in all things ; Sin 
only excepted, and he to do for us theſe ſeve- 
ral things. 

. Tomake known to us he whole will of 
* his Fathec in the performance whereof we ſhall 
* he ſore” co be accepted and rewarded by him. 
* And this was one part of his baſinels, which be 
performed in thoſe many Serinous,Xxtrines and 
' 10 Precepts 


= 


#203 
u Precepts we find ſer down in the Goſpel. And 


«ren? Our daty in this particular is 06 beark 
r duty in this to - 
*en diligently to him, to be moſt ready and 
* defirous to learn that Will of God which he 
* came from Heaven to reveal to us. 
* 2. The ſecond thing he was to do for us, was 
* to ſatisfie God for our Sins, not only chat one 


* of Adan, but all the Sins of Mankind that try- . 


«fy repent and amend, and by this meum to ob- 
* or us. forgiveneſs of Sins, the favour of 
« God, and to redeem us from Hell and Eternal 
* Damnation, which was the puniſhment due to 
* our Sin. All this he did for us by his Death: 
He offered up himſelf a Sacrifice for the Sins 
© of all thoſe who heartily bewail and forſake 
them. And in this he is our Prieſt, it being 
the Prieſt's office to offer Sacrifice for the fins 
« of the People. Our duty In this particular is 
« firſt, truly and heartily ro repent us of, and to 
* forſake our fins, without which they will never 


* « be forgiven us, though Chriſt have died. Se- * 


* condly, Steadfaſtly to believe, that if we do 
* ſo we ſhall have the benefics of that Sacrifice of 
F hiszthat all our fins, how many and great ſoever, 
4 ſhall be forgiven us, and we ſaved from thoſe 
„Eternal Paniſhments which were due unto us 
* for them. Another part of the Prielt's office 


* was Bleſſing and Praying for the People; and 


«* this alſo Chriſt performs for us. It was his ſpe- 
« cial Commiſſion from his Father to Bleſs us, as 
* St. Peter tells us, A, 3. 26. God ſent bis Son 
«Jeſws to bleſs you ; and the following — 
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„ means Wi 

« from our fins, are to be reckoned of all 
©« the greateſt Bleſſings „ and for the other part, 
that of Praying, that be not only performed on 
Earth, but continues fill to do it in Heav 


willing to be thus bleſt in the being turned from 
gur fins, and not to make void and fruitleſs all 
nis Prayers and Interceſſions for us, which will 
© never prevail for us, whilſt we continue in them. 

« 3. The third thing that Chriſt was todo for 
us, was to enable us, or to give us ſtrengthto do 
hat God requires of us. his he doth, Firſt, 
By taking off from the hardneſs of the Law 
given to Adam, which was never to commit 
the leaſt fin, upon the pain of Damuation, and 
** requiring of us only an boneſt and hearty en- 
* deavour to do What we are able, and where we 
fail, accepting of fincere Repentance. Second- 
«ly, By ſending his Holy Spirit into our Hearts 
to govern and rule us, to give ys ſtrength to 
overcome Temptations to Sin, and to do all 
that he now under the Goſpel requires of us. 


Aud ia this he is our King, it being the office of 


King to Govern and Rule, and to ſubdue out 
„Enemies. Our duty in this particular is to 
give up our ſelves obedient Subjects of his; to 
« be governed and ruled by him, to obey all his 
** Laws, not to take part with any Rebel, that is, 
not to cheriſh any ane (in, but diligently to pray 

N Y £ or 


> ( 12 ) 
* for his Grace to enable ns to ſubdue all, and 
' then carefully to make uſe of it to that pur- 

* Laſtly, He has purchaſed for all that faith- 
* fully obey him, an eternal glorious loheritance, 
< the Kiagdom of Heaven, whither he is gone be- 
«* fore to take poſſeſſion for us. Our duty here- 
iin is de exceeding careful that we ferfeic not 
«* our-partsin it; which we ſhall certainly do, if 
« we continue impenitent in any fin. Secondly, 
Not to faſten our Aﬀections on this World, but 
*toraifſe them according to the precept of the 
« Apoltle,Col. 3. 2. Set your Affection on thrugs above 
& and nor on things onthe Earth, continually long- 
ing to come to the poſſeſſion of that bleſſed in- 
« heritance of ours, in compariſon whereof all 
« things here below ſbould ſeem vile and mean to 
« os hy 


This is the ſum of that ſecond Covenant we 
© are now under, wherein you ſce what Chriſt 
* hath done, how he execures thoſe three great 
* Offices of King, Prieſt and Prophet 3 as alſo 
« what is required of us, without our faithful 
* performance of which, all that he hath done 
© (hall never ſtand us in any Read; for he will 
never be a Prieſt to ſave any, who take him not 
* as well for their Prophet to teach, and their 
King to rule them; nay if we negledt our part 
® of this Covenant, our condition will be yet 
0 worſe then if it had never been made; for we 
« ſhall be to anſwer not for the breach of Law 
* only, as in the firſt, but for the abuſe of Mer- 
* cy, which is of all fins the moſt provoking. On 
* the other ſide, if we faithfutly perform it, that 


« n, 
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« is, ſet our ſelves heartily'to the obeying of eve 
ty Precept of Chriſt; not going on wilfully in 

© any one fin, but bewailing and forſaking What 
ever we have formerly been guilty of, it is then 
©* moſt certain that all the forementioned Benefits 
© of Chriſt belong to us. 

And now you ſee how little reaſon you have 
« to caſt off the care of your Souls, upon acon- 
© ceit they are paſt cure; for that it is plain they 
rte not; nay certainly they are in that v 
4 condition, which of all others makes them fir- 
« reſt ſor our care. If they had not been thus Re- 
* deemed by Chriſt, they had been then ſo bope- 
© leſs, that care would have been im vain: On 
© the other fide, if his Redemption had been ſech 
* that all Men ſhould be ſaved by ir, though 
© live as they liſt, we ſhould have thought it need- 
© leſs to take care for them, becauſe they were 
« ſafe without it. But it hath pleaſed God ſo to 
© order it, that our care moſt be the means, by 
«* which they muſt receive the good even of all 
that Chriſt hath done for them. 

Aud now, if you will but lay theſe things to 
Hearr, your Reaſon and your Intereſt will 
direct you how to hehave your ſelves ; methiaks 
| hear ſome of you, as Men deeply affected with 
the ſenſe of theſe things, with a ſerious and com- 
paſſionate regard ro their Souls, crying ont with 
St. Peter's hearers, and Brethren, what maſt 
we do ro be ſevid? | would to God, that every 
Man would make this application to bimſelf ; ard 
if they do nor, it is too certain a ſign, that either 
they believe that they have no immortal Souls 
or that it is impcſſible they ſhovld for ever mil: 
carry. Give 


to be conformable to the image of 
God ided a Heaven of Happi- 
y will ye be ſo cruel and un- 
them to the intolerable 


eat 2 


price for them, Why do ye chuſe to ſell them for 


your good ? ſince they rejoice at the Converſion 
of Souls; Why will ye refuſe to afford them this 
matter of rejoiciog, where the greateſt advan. 
tage will be your own ? Wherefore do you ſeek 
to gratifie our common Adverſary the Devil ſo 
far, as to permit him to pe the gracious 
. pur of God towards us? Oh that Men can 
: be ſo ſenſeleſi as to ſee their Souls periſhing be- 
4 fore their Eyes, without Remot ſe or Compaſ- 
ton! that they can pals day after day without 
making any offer or attempt to recover them. 
Conlider you have not only the fin of your firſt 
Parents to be forgiven you, but alſo innumerable 


actual fins of your one and thoſe prehaps com- 
mitted 


24 
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Holy Spirit, againſt frequent 
Warnings and Admonitions from ot 
trary to many repeated Vows 
Theſe are aggravations ſufficient to fink a Soul 
into the Bottomleſs” Pit; and yet ſtill there is 
hope, there is a remedy even for ſuch Sinners, if 
they repent and return from their Sins, and be- 
come ſincerely obedient to the Laws of God, and 
accept the Lord Je as their King, their Prieſt, 
and their Prophet, God will for his ſake accept 
them. Kemember that ye were not redeemed with cor- 
2 things as Silver and Gold bus with the precious 

of Chriſt, as of 4 Lamb without Blemiſh, and 
without Spor, 1 Pet. 1. 18,19, This was the ranſom of 
Souls which God required; and if you reject this 
he will accept no other, and you do reject it (aud 
God © interprets it) if you do not accept him 
upon his own terms; M you do not give up your 
ſelves unto Chriſt, to be guided and governed, as 


well as ſaved by him; otherwiſe you renounce 


all your part and intereſt in his Blood, and do- 
as it were, declare you will not be beholding to- 
him : And then ſurely*you cannot complain that 
God is vomerciful, if he take the Forfeiture, and 
copdeman thoſe who would not be ſaved by him. 
The Promiſes and Threatnings of — pp 
all other the Methods which God hath uſed to re- 
form and reclaim Sinners, ate all Inſtances of his 
great goodne(s to us, of his zeal and concern for 
our Happineſs; and if we ſtill continue to reject 
and ſer tbem at nought. bow juſt. as well,zs ſevere 
will be our Conde moation. Has he taken lf ima- 


ginable 
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to oblige _—_— to be kind « to your 
gar faithful to your trueſt intereſt, and will 
lor ſake y our own Merciesꝰ lf you thus wil 
= ryio, how righteous will it be 
in God to plague you to the utmoſt excremiry. 
Let me therefore beſecch you, even by all that 
is Sacred and Serious, by wear fo that i w — 
and precious to you, "by your | 
moſt important concern of your ever ag Fre 
to take pity upon yout poor Souls, to conſider the 
dangers v hereto they are expoſed, to conſult and 
comply with che means of their Preſervation. 
Learn i pray you to affect your Hearts with 2 
ſerious ſence of your danger, to repent carneftly 
of your paſt fins, ſincerely reſolve to be more 
Holy, Warchfol and Ciccumſpect for the time 
to come ; pray earneltly for the Graces of God's 
Haly Spirit; cheriſh in your Souls alively Faith 
inthe Mercics of God through Chriſt ; and in all 
reſpets, as God ſhail enable you, and you ſhall 
be bereafter from time to time inſtrufted, let 
your Prayers and your Endeavoars be that you 
may be wiſe unto S3lvation. And chat you ma 
abound ia all ſpiricual Wiſdom and Underſtand. 
ing. and may be accepted as faithful Servants of 
God and oar Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the great day of 
Accounts, as it is che earneſt Prayer, fo it ſhall 
de the con Rant endeavour of 
Tow 4ffethionate Servant in Chriſt Fefwa, 


